
 

 
 

Rainelle Medical Center:  
Integration of an Electronic Asthma Action Plan 

Written asthma action plans have a history of low implementation rates in primary care. However, 
research indicates that use of these plans benefits patient care through reductions in:  

Public Health Problem 

• hospital admissions 
• ER visits 
• unscheduled doctor visits 
• night time symptoms 
• missed school/work days1-2 

Improving the quality of patient 
care is foremost at Rainelle Medical 
Center (RMC), located in Greenbrier 
County, WV. In 2010, RMC and the 
West Virginia University Office of 
Health Services Research (OHSR) 
formed a partnership to focus on 
chronic disease quality of care 
improvement. These efforts center 
on meaningful use of patient data 
and best practices in patient care. 
The initial focus of these efforts centers on asthma. 

Program 

RMC is heading an effort to incorporate an electronic asthma action plan within the electronic health 
record used at their health center. OHSR is assisting RMC in making this a reality. Success of this effort 
will offer: real-time access for providers, school nurses to the most up-to-date information in the action 
plan; consistent information for the patient and/or caretakers; consistent data capture across all 
patients with asthma; and promotion of the use of national care guidelines. This work is set to begin 
April, 2011. 

For questions and additional information on work, please contact: 

Dr. Patricia Lally 
Rainelle Medical Center 
(304) 438-6188; plallywv@gmail.com  
 
Cecil Pollard, MA, Director 
West Virginia University Department of Community Medicine 
Office of Health Services Research 
(304) 293-1080; cpollard@hsc.wvu.edu  
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